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EUROPE'S COMING RUL

Modern Scientific Ideas and Outdoor Life Are Providing
Robust Kings for the Next Generation—The Royal
Families of Present Day Marked by Increased
Vigor—Origin of Stories to the Contrary
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S-PRINCESS. MARIE CHRISTING OF_SPAIN g

OYAL families are far loss pic-r
turesque and entertaining than
they used to be, KExecptforthe '
Hapsburgs and Saze-Coburga,

who make it a point to supply one ssnsa-
tion a year, rulers are behaving them-
solves correctly.

There was a time, not so very long ago,
when a monarch was apt io be either an
invalid or & man of gayeiy. Alfonso XII., |
King of Spain, was chronically dying, |
and so waa Frederick IIl., Finperor of |
Germany; Louis, King of Bavaria, was
insane; the Grand Duke of Luxemburg
was bed ridden; Leopold of Belgium,
Edward of England and Milosh of Servia
outdid by night as well as by day the most
confirmed boulevardier.

Eurcpe now has a tame, domesiicated
lot of rulers. They lack brillianey,
barring Emperor William I, bul at
least they no longer sc: like 8 hoolhoys
One of them, Manuel of Poriugal, tried
it and soon received his due. Even poor
little Phu-vi, the microscopic Manchn
Emperor, was credited with fatheringl

documents of which a mature &4’ csman |
would not b~ ashamed. \

If the rising floocd of democracs 'iw--!
pot take away their opportuniies t{he|
rulers of the coming generaion should
be railier remarkable nun, at leas phys-
ically, all satemen.s to the conrary

potwithsianding.

It may be that the men
condition of their forebicars
for <he curious rumors which are being
continually ci~culated concorning Loirs
to the throncs in Europe. 1t has Lecn

heal

reporied that (he lice Crarewl bowas
suffering from tuberculnss of o iee |
and would never healls (owvals tha the|
heir to the Spunish croawn was doat if
not adeaf muie; thotihe Crown Pritee ol

Germany showed traces of pmencal des
rangement aod chat Lis fa her war think-
ing of removing him as his gcessor;
that Archduke Franz Verdinand of Aus-
tria was being snunbed by the imperor, |
Whatever their origin, thes? rumors have |
small basis as a rule, |

To begin with, Franz I'erdinand, who
is likely to become Emperor of Ausiria-
Hungary in the very nesre future, 1s
now 40 vears old and is a tall handsome |
fellow with splendid L~al:h, a fine horse- |
man and a wonderful shot. Do Blowy 2,
who had some old grudge against him,
enly found one damaging story to twell
concerning his character. Cne summer
while hunting in Ischl the Grand Duke
almost collided with a funeral party. |
Instead of reining in his horse, he whippod
him up and jumped over the coffin whic I |
was being oarried by six peasants. I the
truth of Blowitz's narrative is admitted,
hefora condemning the CGrand Duke on
the grounds of sacrilage the question may |
be asked whether thia war not the gliny:lest |
way to avoid an actual collision with the
Mourners,

Twelve years ago, when the health of |
Emperor Francis Joseph gave the Austrian
court cause for worry. efforta were |
macde to secure a consort for the heir pre-
sumptive. Negotiations were commenced
with several royal families whose marri-
ageable daughters would have proved
suitable mates. None of the young
Princesses under consideration seemed
to attract the future Emperor.

Finally he became a frequent visitor
at the house of Archduchess Frederick,
who had several daughters, The Arch-
duchess instructed one of her ladies in
waiting. Countess (Chotek, to watch the
situation and to do her best to help one
ol her Jdaughters to capture l'ranz Fer-
dinand.

After a rather long visit at the Arch-
duchess’'s house in the spring of 1000
Frans Ferdinand returned to Vienna,
leaving every one convinced that his
choice was made.

Only it happened that & careless valet
had left behind a few personal trinkets
belonging to the Archduke. Among ‘f
them were a watch chain and locket. 'I'he
Archduchess did what any woman eager
to become an Emperor's mother-in-law |
would have done. She opened the locket. |
It contained Kophie ( hotek's picturs,

O duly 1 of the same year the Arch-
ke took the lady in waiting as his moy-
canaiie wife

Fhe Pmperor, fenring trouble, obhliged |
his nephew tao repoines,
Dl lefore a sort of family counoeil lh.|

ght of hia fotur chilben to suconed
o the throna of Avstria and Hungary,

From the fact that the Emperor had
hen some misgivings as to his subjacts’
attaticle townrd his soucoessor, kuropean
maips have periodically  endeavored |

frighten the public by annouue

[

crisin to take place at the death of the old

1 Emperor. Far from snubbing his nephew

and his wife, Fruncis Joseph has done
his best to show them attention.
Countess Chotek, elevated to the rank
of Princess is conceded precedence by
all the women of the mediatized houses,
and all the Archduchesses have called on
her. At a dinner given by the Emperor
of Germany Princess lohenberg sat at
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{ discomfort to the Carlist party for they
| constitute a hold upon the good will of
the people for the dynasty. There is not
a home in the peninsula blessed with
ohildren that is not imbued with feelings
of human aympathy for the little ones and
for their youthful parenta.

Now as to young Alfonso's infirmities.
One year ago littie Jaime suffered from
enlarged tonsils. Quinsy developed on
one side. Buclh an attack often impairs the
hearing and speaking ie an impossibility
until the abscess is lanced. Hence the in-
formation which appeared in a Viennoese
paper inspired by tho Carlist pretender
to the effect that “the heir apparent is
deaf if not a d2af mute.”
| As for Predorick Withelm, Crown
Prince of Germany, he soems to be abso-
lutely fres from the physical ailmenls
whiell proved fatal to Frederick 111
fand have fnconvenienowd Willlam T
al! his life.
that ant 3 he is still a little too Nippant
and lacks dignity. He once applauded
in the Reichstag a speech made by a
revolutionary member of that body.

Well, for twenty-four years his father
|hu been abused, mostly by the French

and English press, for being too youth-
ful
[that the boyish Emperor would plunge
hia country into disastrous wars, upset
il.hn peace of Europe, &c¢. Neverthelcss

1t is said in certain quarters |

It has heen predicted many times

—

ERS TO BE SOUND OF BODY

size, who did not relish the proceeding
he returned to his father's side wavip
it aloft in triumph, to the delight ang
enthusiasm of the people present.

From that time forth little Prince Ol
hecame an object of interest in Norwsy,
his every prank and every oute remari
being chronicled. Deputations arrived
from all over Norway to ses the liitle
chap, who was overwhelmed with gifts,

At the coronation of his parents it wa,
he, and not the Queen or King, who wa,
the hero of the national festival, and ir
the people are to-day completely recon.
ciled to the rule of *Mr. King® and *Mrs
Quean”--for that is the way in which the
Norweglans address their rulers, declining
to use the word “majesty.” If they have
become one and all loyal subjects of tha
crown, it is mainly due to tha populariy
of little Oiaf, who has completaly won the
hearta of the Norwegian people, even «f
the most ultra-republican.  Already tw,
rich Norwegians in dying without ise
have bequeathed to him their ontire
landed property.

He has not otie traon of affectation in
im his composition, in on the most derma.
| cratic terms of imtimacy with the mora
! youthful portion of his fTuture subje s
and may be s4id to have been, aceording
to his father's own admission, tha prir
eipal factor in firmly establishing Haakon
VIil. and Queen Maud on the ancien:
throne of Norway.

Why (‘rown Prince CGieorga should have
three years ago renounced the sucoessi oy
to the crown of Servia in favor of |«
Lrothsr Alexander is mattar for i
spoculation. It was said ut that time tha
he wished to contract a morganatio mur-
riage with a Rumanian woman. Others
held that he was planning to join a mo-
nasticorder. Naither of those conjectures
has thus far been proved correct.

Nothing unpleasant hua ever been wihiis.
pared concerning the physical econdition
of the little Prinioes Leopold and Charles,
sons of King Albert of Belgium, re
spastively 11 and 0 years old, nor
against Princo Humbert, the heir to tie
crown of Italy.

It was rumored at a time that Prinoess
Juliana, the daughter of Queen Wilhol-
min2, would not live. The German
| prinens of Reuss and the Duke of Barxe-
Waimar, to whom the kingdom of the
Netherlanda would have reverted had
Queen Wilhelmina remained  childles-,
may have had something to do with
apreading that misleading information,

Whoever has read the Admiralty report
concerning the Prince of Wales's term of
service on the battleship Hindustan wiil
realize the @bsurdity of the reporta cir-
culated about the young man's condition.
It is declared that he bide fair to excel in
stature and intelligence both his father
and grandfather.

That the present King of England, who
was never very vigoroug, is alive to-dar
has been attributed to the fact that he
wag a second son and less of a slave to
roval functions than his oller brother,
His life as a sailor imparted to his slight
body the vitality it needed.

Thus it would seem that the simpler,
freer life led by modern rulers and the r
sons, their athletic training and their
indulgence in outdoor sports are in-
proving the roval families of Europe and
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\5) tary uniform. Although Alexis is Colonel
of half a dozen infantry regiments, four
regimenta of dragoons, one. regiment of
finld artillery, ona of rmilroad engineers
atd hetmen of all the Cossack corps he
zoes about &l the year round dressed like
the average American boy of his age.

He alao ahows the disrespect for official-

famous. Preasident Fallitrea of France
having sent him for Christmas a toy ra'l-
rondd which cost some $80,00 Alexis
hastened the firat time he met the French
Ambassador to ask:

the right of William IT., thus being prac-
tically recognized as the future Empress

'of Austria-Hungary.

The Hungarians and Bohamiansg have
manifesiad through the medinm of their
representatives in Parliament theirdesime
to sea the Princesa crowned Queen in

 Budapest and in Prague,

On several important
Archduie has been delegated by his uncle
to represent him. At the time of William
Il.'s visit to the Emperor Franz Ferdi-
nand steamed out to Fasana Roads at the
hoad of the Austrian fleet to meet the
rachit Hohenzollern on its way to Venice,

This amounted to procliiming the Arch-'

duke the uctual head of the navy. Last
December it was the Archduke who for-
mally opened the session of the Delega-
tions, assorting thereby bhis Imperial
prerogative,

Much has been made of the fact that at

the time of the last army manceuvres the | ance with the latest ecientific theories, | male progeny, blockad the wayv stub- ' at least, from a family distinguished for

Emperor delegated Archduke Leopold
Salvator tu represent him officially and
designuted as adjutant to Franz Ferdi-

nand Archduke Karl to whom the suc- | hasn't heen compelled, as too many roval | best ever since to create the impression | prominent blue eyes, whereas little Jaime
It must be said that|children were in the past, to lead aseciuded | abroad that the (zar's heir would be takes after his father with the latter's

oeasion will pass.
Franz Ferdinand, who isdeeply interested
in military matters, had insisted on at-
tending the manwuvres as Colonel of a
cavalry regiment so as tomake some prac-
tionl studies on the fleld.

The main sources of goasip againat
Franz Ferdinand are very naturally
Archduchesa Frederick, whom he so
cruelly disappointed, and hia half-alster,
Archduchess Mari, Annunciata, abbess
of the Hradraschin, who may eventually
pluy the part of acting Empress and first
lady of the Empire, a position to which
sho was appointed at the death of Arch-
duke Otto. Much of the past of Archduke
Otto, who waa invioved in numbherloss
scandnls, flnancial and otherwise, is at-
tributed by those two sharp tongued
woumen to the future Emperor. The
people, however, fancy much more the
handsome Franz Ferdinand and his ex-

| treinely elever wife than young Archduke | hatian beachee. The island belongs to the | yent and the association attends to all

Karl, whose father had to retire into
voluntury exile a few years before his
donth

It in very probable thut Sophie Chotek  ferry from Sheepshead Bay to the island, | that one is likely to discover even after | barties will be starting out
not publicly, | will become Empress of Austrin, and the and on busy Sundays several hundred |

Vatican, with which Franz Ferdinand is
on very cordial termas, is in favor of re-

| lsusing the heir apparent from the oath he |

took at the time of hismarrings when he

, renounoad in belulf of his children all | over night.

sucoceasion rights.
The Czarewitch Alexis in a strong little

g & fellow of elght- Le was born August 12, 'doss not oare to g0 to extra expense,

occasions lhﬂl

man?"
[ 1004--whose favorite diversion in summer| One morning he burst into his father's
"ia 1o roam the wonuls in company with | room and found the Emperor busy with
lan enarmous mujik called Stepan. He |geveral Ministers. Without any embar-
| picked out Stepan as his personal toy and | rassment he greeted them as he had heard
bedyguard about four veara ago and can | Stopan greet  cther  mujiks: *“Good
routdo any infant pest in expressions of morning, brothers!"
peevishness when he 18 not allowed to When his father remonstrated with him
I take Stepan along. for calling brothers men much older than
When the imperial family gzoes cruising | himself he apologized and left the room,
in the vacht Standard along the coast of
Finland the Czar and his eldest daughter, | “Good-by, boys!®
| Grand Duchess Olge, delight in rowing |
the rest of the family in a dory.

Little | health generally emanate from the Grand

Alexin ingista on being rowed in his own | uke's coterie and the conservative and |
The Crar s liberal, '

'dory by the faithful Stepan. | reactionary parties,

At night when Alexis kneels down to but very weak physically and mentally.
say his prayers before the sacred ikon From the time of his ancession to the
I he first calls God's blessing upon the head ' throne to August, 1904, when Alexia was
| of Stepan.s His parents and relatives are , born, he wes hardly ever able to make his
| taken care of afterward. will prevail and partisana of the con-
| The bringing up of this mischiavous | servative Girand Duke Michael, who would
| little boy has been conducted in accord- ! have succerded him indefault of any

His phyaical strength and his ruddy ap-  bornly to the modernization of Russia. |
’pnnrlnm are the result of life in the open | 'The birth of Alexis was a blow to the!
and dally gymnastic exercise. The child | Grand Dukes, and they have done their |

life, stifling physically and morally. handicapped physicaily. When a photo-

A pitiful sight is a royal haby dressed | graph was talien of the (‘zarewiteh carried |

up in court regalia or wearing some mili- | in a little chair attached to the handle bar |
I

=

The collapse of the boat landing at Polnt | serves as well as a home and is fully as
Brecze last Sunday, which resulted in the : ornamental as any of the residences.
drowning of three persons, again calls | It is easy enough to establish a resi-
attention to Plum Island and its comfort | dence on Plum Beach, but it is not to be
ue?'klmg mlha:alméau:n. e anes | done by the direct method of !;Iquanina

um Islan & opposite Rockaway ' on Uovernment ground. Neither does
Point, near the main outiet of that favorite | one go to Uncle Sam for a permit. If
haunt of fiehermen Jamaica Buy. It i8 | anybody wants to put up a house or a tent
distinguished for nothing more than sand, | there he must apply to the office of the
a fow lln:l:uhﬂ and an |l"ﬂlllll"l" ;*f freah | Plum Beach Association, of which Alder-
air, which comes In breezes thut are | man Frunk J. Dotzler is the head. To
sometimes gales and blow directly off the | the association he pays ground rent for
,ocenn, between Rockaway and Man- | the privilege of building or pitching a

| |
Government. : nuitters pertaining to the administration |
| Point Breeze is one of the landing places | of publio affaire. This, however, is a !

| for tho three nctorboats that piy on the | simple matter, for the only public affairs |

a long residence are those which pertain |
w the running of the ferries—alwaya

1 exceapting the payment of the ground rent.
Porsibly 150 houses and tonts serve as Among the permanent inhabitanta of
! sleoping places for those who roma!n |

B 2 | Plum Island are Pele Dubois aud Cape.
I'hey are primitive structures, | Jaok

| none more than two stories in height and | Pete-- nobody calls him anvthing else-
few more than one. A canalboat, if one [ has accumulated some little su oo
and owned one of the best oot o8

| poople may be found st Plum Island |
enjoying a flsherman's holiday.

!or Stepan’s bicycle it was rumored that

| A year ago Grand Ducheas Anastasia,
' who is 11 years old, fell and hurt her

'a long walk the girl is likely to complain

! the story of tuberculosis of the knee.
dom which has made the American hoy |

{ Don Jaime, Alfonso XIII'a second son,

| Prince of Asturias and heir to the throne
“How is the lrltni

I 4 :
; an excellent scientific and outdoor train-

' the tales concerning their wretohed health,

shouting back as he closed the door:

| outdoors day and night and spend as
Rumors relative to the Czarevitch's |

QUAINT PLUM ISLAND AND ITS EASYGOING PE

| practical jokes with Jake Furst, George

Alexin had weak logs.

kneo. The injury was slight, but after

of a pain in her knee. Hence probably
In a like manner the diseases of little

are, after being exaggerated, attributed
by interested gossips to little Alfonso,

of Spain.
Like Alexis of Rusaia the baby Alfonso
and the bay Jaime are the recipients of

ing. Whoever has watched the two round
faced boys paddling in the water on the
Ban Sebastian heach is likely to doubt

Thair father was a very woa't and puny
child, but Queen Christina, his mother,
exposed herself ehesrfully to the reproach
of cruelty by insisting that he be kept

much of his time as possible on ship-
hoard. Thanks to her couragesus de-
flanee of public opinion in years wh-n the
night air was conaidered doadly Alfonso i,
though a thin man, a wiry and energetic
aix footer. He is applying to his two
aons the system that counteracted the
delicate health bequeathed to him by his
Bourbon and Hapsburg ancestors.

The mother of the little Prince, Fna of
Battonberg, comes, on her father's side

superb physique and manly beauty,
Little Alfonso has inherited his mother's
fair hair, chubbiness and s>mawhat

dark hair, dark eves, prominent nose and

Hapsburg lip. HID BONS ./
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These two boys are a great source of |

the boyish Emperor has endowed his
country with one of the most powerful
navies in existence, has augmented more
than tenfold its commercial importanoce
and lhas yet to emtark upon his firste
war, for the Chinese troublea and the
Weat African insurrection cannot very
well be called wars.

Little Olaf of Norway, who was named
Alexander before the split hetween the
two peninsular nations called his failier
to a throne, ia another lusty little fellow
who will certainly hold his own if he is
some day called to suoceed hin father
It is naid that he is responsible to a great
extent for the aceeptance of A monarchy
by the masses of the population, which
were rather disposed to procliim a re-
public

When, with his parents, he arrived
pleasant day | in Christinnia he was barely 8 yvears old

) al sunrise or | A1l wrapped in white furs, which set off
i.nnnnr in their ﬂhh_mg boais and the his blue eves and eurly hair to fair
oan onergetic loll around the beach or y ’

take short boat rides. By nightfall every- advantage. he clambered down from the
body is back from plmnurfum and it ‘i« arms of his tall father and. while the
::{:r tﬁhn! I.?“t. one can be found abroad | latter was engaged in replving 1o an
) o'cloek, : ¥ ) "
And the quality of the lis ing on Plum addrass ot “ﬂll ome 1rom the author)’ s,
Beach may he gauged by the fact that |0 tHiny Prince toddled. over to where
oeven draw poker has heen reduced to a ® Pumber of small school children hael
harmlens pmmmn by the imposition | been grouped and, grabbing a Norwegian
of a two osnt Sag from the hands of & boy of his own
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the beach, which he has turned over to a
fiching club of which Commissioner
Ennis was one of the original members,
Nowadays he finds no greater enjoyment
than living in the clubhouse and playing

Bell and a dozen or more other memnbers
who are to be found there any Sunday.
Capt. Jack has invested his mblmnooy
in a motorboat and utilizes such of his
time as he can spare from his prinviﬁnl

Ii:lu-lnm of amusing himself in running

There are scores of other characters!
among the few reeidents and visitors,
but no one has yet made the mistake of |
trving to live anvthing but the simple
life on Plum Island. On a

"

are offaetting the evila due to constant
intermarrying. With the exceptions of
i the Coburgs and the Hapsburgs, who
have frequently taken wives or husbanas
from the ranks of the nobility, royal

' familios have suffered from a lack of new '

blood. The prinees of Europe are as
! closely related as the inhabitants of sorre
| mountain communities of Italy or Spain
| where constant intermarriage in pre-
' ducing evil resulta. It muy be said that
'royal blood runs in the veins of some
2,000 persons & amall village, as it ware,
'whose {nhabitants cannot find mates
outride of the village limits
Thus, to give a few axamples, Ferdi-
| nand of Bulgaria is half Sase-Coburg and
half Bourbon Orleans, being & grandaon

jof lonis Philippe of  France Ihin:
| Frederick of Denmark wos o brother of
I Queen Aloxondra, of King (morge ol

Gireeee and of the Dowager Empresa of
Russia

The Crown Prinee of Greeee is the son
ef & Russinn princess and the hushan!
of a Prussaan prinocss,  ‘The Empiess of
Russia s o grandauughter of  Quedh
Yictoria: the Crown Prince of Rurnani =
[the son of & Hohepzollern father and of
| an English mother, and therefore & gragus
son of Queen Victorie.




